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Ten	  Things	  that	  I	  Wish	  My	  Teachers	  
Understood	  About	  Technology	  

and	  the	  Way	  That	  I	  Would	  Prefer	  to	  Learn	  

A	  Vision	  of	  K-‐12	  Students	  Today	  

Who	  Am	  I	  /	  Are	  We?	  

GeneraGon	  Y	  
Millennial	  GeneraGon	  
GeneraGon	  Next	  
Millennials	  
Echo	  Boomers	  
The	  Next	  Great	  GeneraGon	  

born	  aMer	  1982	  and	  before	  2000	  

Family	  Centric	  
Achievement	  Oriented	  
Team	  Oriented	  
AcGon	  Craving	  

Social	  CharacterisGcs	  of	  Millennials	  

•  OpGmisGc	  
•  Team	  players	  

•  Follow	  rules	  
•  Accept	  authority	  (especially	  parents)	  
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hXp://darmano.typepad.com/logic_emoGon/images/2007/08/10/connected.gi	  

hXp://comics.com/frazz	  

Research	  says	  we	  are…	  

hXp://www.technotuesday.com/wp-‐content/uploads/2010/01/PM2.jpg	  
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The	  research	  is	  unclear	  on…	   Help	  us	  be	  more…	  

What	  do	  you	  need	  to	  know	  	  
about	  technology	  in	  order	  to	  teach	  us?	  

Maybe	  nothing!	  

Maybe	  
everything!	  

What	  do	  you	  need	  to	  know	  	  
about	  technology	  in	  order	  	  

for	  us	  to	  learn?	  

Teacher	  Ed…	  

Some	  ideas…	  

•  Core	  content	  
•  Learning	  Skills	  
•  21st	  Century	  Tools	  
•  21st	  Century	  Context	  
•  21st	  Century	  Content	  
•  New	  Assessments	  to	  Measure	  21st	  Century	  Skills	  
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New	  
Schools?	  

The	  Digital	  Disconnect	  

•  Is	  alive	  and	  well...	  
•  Between	  students	  and	  teachers	  
•  Between	  advanced	  tech	  students	  and	  other	  
students	  

•  Between	  girls	  and	  boys	  
•  Between	  older	  and	  younger	  students	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Key	  findings	  from	  Speak	  Up	  data	  
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Ask	  More	  of	  Us!	   The	  New	  Blooms	  

How	  do	  we	  want	  to	  learn?	  

With	  all	  of	  our	  senses	   How	  do	  we	  want	  to	  learn?	  

•  CollaboraGvely	  
•  AnyGme,	  anyplace,	  anywhere,	  any	  pace	  

•  Structured	  acGviGes	  
•  Relevancy	  with	  real	  world	  
•  And	  with	  all	  kinds	  of	  emerging	  technologies	  
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Reach	  Millenials	  in	  the	  Classroom	  
with…	  	  

•  Students	  work	  in	  small,	  collaboraGve,	  peer	  groups	  

•  chunk	  projects	  in	  small	  parts	  with	  periodic	  due	  
dates	  and	  frequent	  feedback	  

•  talk	  about	  the	  pracGcal,	  real	  world	  applicaGons	  of	  
what	  we	  are	  doing	  and	  learning	  in	  the	  classroom	  

•  Design	  projects	  with	  a	  community	  component	  or	  
invite	  guest	  speakers	  into	  the	  classroom...	  
virtually	  or	  f2f	  

Students	  want…	  

•  Social-‐based	  learning	  	  
•  Un-‐tethered	  learning	  
•  Digitally-‐rich	  learning	  

hXp://markfaul.files.wordpress.com/2008/11/conversaGon.jpg	  

In	  our	  technology-‐driven,	  globally	  diverse	  
world,	  students	  are	  consuming	  and	  

producing	  many	  forms	  of	  electronic	  media.	  	  

A	  Vision	  for	  	  
21st	  Century	  Learning	  
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Need	  certain	  kinds	  of	  interchangeable	  
job	  skills	  

Outside	  Influences	  that	  we	  need	  to	  
consider…	  

	  Web	  2.0	  Digital	  Learner	  vs	  TradiGonal	  
Learner	  2	  

	  Web	  2.0	  Digital	  Learner	  vs	  TradiGonal	  
Learner	  1	  

Wiz	  IQ	  

ShiM	  Happens	  

hXp://www.suite101.com/content/designing-‐training-‐for-‐gen-‐y-‐a18773	  
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Learn	  and	  Retain	  InformaGon	  

•  small	  chunks	  
•  group	  work	  with	  each	  member	  having	  a	  role	  -‐	  
collaboraGve	  learning	  

•  InteracGvity	  
•  see	  real	  world	  applicaGon	  
•  retain	  course	  material	  when	  they	  have	  been	  
acGvely	  engaged	  with	  that	  material	  whether	  
inside	  or	  outside	  the	  classroom	  

What	  do	  we	  wish	  we	  were	  learning?	  

Some	  Project	  Ideas	  

•  book	  report	  variaGons…	  
– Movie	  Trailer	  

– AnimaGon	  
– Write	  a	  new	  chapter	  –	  fan	  ficGon	  in	  the	  style	  of	  
the	  author	  

– New	  ending	  
– Write	  the	  first	  chapter	  of	  a	  sequel	  or	  preuel	  
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What	  can	  you	  do?	  

•  Guide	  on	  the	  side	  
•  Learn	  some	  new	  interacGve	  pedagogies	  

• Model	  life-‐long	  learning	  

•  Give	  us	  more	  choices	  

•  Ask	  for	  help	  when	  you	  need	  it	  
•  Ask	  for	  more	  PD	  

•  READ!	  

Technology	  in	  the	  Classroom	  
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How	  was	  school	  today?	  

Nothing....	  
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*21st	  Century	  Pedagogy	  

What	  now?	  

•  Embrace	  Change	  
•  Redefine	  EducaGon	  
•  Re-‐imagine	  School	  


